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The Pearl 

John Steinbeck 

Kino, a poor Mexican pearl-diver, 

believes he has received the answer 

to his prayers when he finds a great 

pearl worth a fortune, but tragedy 

soon follows.  

A grieving young musician facing ex-

pulsion from her private school travels 

to Paris to complete a school assign-

ment and uncovers a diary written dur-

ing the French revolution by an actress 

attempting to help an imprisoned little 

boy-Louis Charles, the lost king of 

France.  

The Good Earth 
Pearl S. Buck 

The story of a Chinese peasant and his 

passionate, dogged accumulation of 

land during famine, drought, and revo-

lution. The story of a Chinese peas-

ant and his passionate, dogged accu-

mulation of land during famine, 

drought, and revolution.  

Nectar in the Sieve 

Kamala Markandaya 
A traditional peasant woman in 

early twentieth-century India 

struggles with poverty and the 

changes arriving in her agrarian 

village, particularly the tanning 

factory that takes her son's life.

  

Revolution 
Jennifer Donnely 

Climbing the Stairs 

Padma Venkatraman 

In India, in 1941, when her 

father becomes brain-damaged 

in a non-violent protest march, 

fifteen-year-old Vidya and her 

family are forced to move in 

with her father's extended fami-

ly and become accustomed to a 

totally different way of life. 

Endangered 

James Hilton On the northwestern frontier of 

India, Conway was a passenger on a 

plane taken over by a native pilot 

and never heard of again. What 

Conway found in ShangriLa makes 

the story.  

Copper Sun 
Sharon Draper 

Two fifteen-year-old girls--one a 

slave and the other an indentured 

servant--escape their Carolina planta-

tion and try to make their way to Fort 

Moses, Florida, a Spanish colony 

that gives sanctuary to slaves.   
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Shabanu: Daughter  of the Wind  
Suzanne Fisher 

Eleven-year old Shabanu, the daugh-

ter of a nomad in the Cholistan De-

sert of present-day Pakistan, is 

pledged in marriage to an older man 

whose money will bring prestige to 

the family, and must either accept the 

decision, as is the custom, or risk the 

consequences of defying her father's 

wishes. 

An Ocean Apart, A World Away 
Lensey Naimioka 

Yanyan, having always wanted to 

be a doctor, makes a difficult deci-

sion to leave the exciting Liang 

Baoshu behind in China and moves 

to New York to attend medical 

school.   



House on Mango Street 
Sandra Cisneros 

A young girl living in a Hispanic 

neighborhood in Chicago pon-

ders the advantages and disad-

vantages of her environment and 

evaluates her relationships with 

family and friends.  

Sarah’s Key 
Tatiana de Rosnay 

American journalist Julia Jarmond 

researches the brutal 1942 Nazi round-

up in Paris and stumbles upon a con-

nection between her family and one of 

the victims, which compels Julia to 

learn more about the girl's life.  

Keeping Corner 

Kashmira Sheth 
In India in the 1940s, thirteen-year-

old Leela's happy, spoiled childhood 

ends when her husband since age 

nine, whom she barely knows, dies, 

leaving her a widow whose only 

hope of happiness could come from 

Mahatma Ghandi's social and politi-

cal reforms.  

Tree Girl 

Ben Mikaelsen 
When, protected by the branches of one 

of the trees she loves to climb, Gabriela 

witnesses the destruction of her Mayan 

village and the murder of nearly all its 

inhabitants, she vows never to climb 

again until, after she and her traumatized 

sister find safety in a Mexican refugee 

camp, she realizes that only by climbing 

and facing their fears can she and her 

sister hope to have a future.  

Kira-kira 
Cynthia Kodahata 

Chronicles the close friendship be-

tween two Japanese-American sisters 

growing up in rural Georgia during 

the late 1950s and early 1960s, and 

the despair when one sister becomes 

terminally ill.  

The Breadwinner 

Deborah Ellis 
Because the Taliban rulers of Kabul, 

Afghanistan, impose strict limitations 

on women's freedom and behavior, 

eleven-year-old Parvana must dis-

guise herself as a boy so that her 

family can survive after her father's 

arrest.   

The Life of Pi 
Yann Martel Pi Patel, having spent an idyllic child-

hood in Pondicherry, India, as the son 

of a zookeeper, sets off with his family 

at the age of sixteen to start anew in 

Canada, but his life takes a marvelous 

turn when their ship sinks in the Pacific, 

leaving him adrift on a raft with a 450-

pound Bengal tiger for company.   

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents 

Julia Alvarez 

 
 The story of the Garcia family’s 

adjustment to life in the United 

States.   

Estrells’a Quinceanera 

Melin Alegria  

Estrella's mother and aunt are plan-

ning a gaudy, traditional 

quinceañera for her, even though it 

is the last thing she wants.   

Parvana’s Journey 
Deborah Ellis 

With Kabul in ruins from the 

Taliban's control, Parvana dress-

es as a boy and sets out to leave 

Afghanistan in search of her 

family.   

Boys Without Names 
Kashmira Sheth 

Eleven-year-old Gopal and his 

family leave their rural Indian vil-

lage to live with his uncle in Mum-

bai, but when they arrive his father 

goes missing and Gopal ends up 

locked in a sweatshop from which 

there is no escape.   

Mexican Whiteboy 
Matt de la Pena  

Danny, who is tall and skinny but 

has a talent for pitching a fastball, 

cannot seem to fit in at school in 

San Diego, where his Mexican and 

white heritage causes people to 

judge him before he even speaks. 

  

Joy Luck Club 
Amy Tan  

In 1949 four Chinese women began 

meeting in San Francisco to play 

mah jong. They called their gather-

ing the Joy Luck Club. Forty years 

later they look back and remember. 

  

The Great and Terrible Beauty 
Libba Bray 

After the suspicious death of her moth-

er in 1895, sixteen-year-old Gemma 

returns to England, after many years in 

India, to attend a finishing school 

where she becomes aware of her magi-

cal powers and ability to see into the 

spirit world.  



Informational Texts 

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee 
Dee Brown 

Documented account of the sys-

tematic plunder of the American 

Indians during the second half of 

the nineteenth century.   

Reading Lolita in Tehran 
Azar Nafasi 

Azar Nafisi chronicles her life in 

post-revolutionary Iran, focusing on 

her organization of a group of 

young women in 1997 who met 

secretly once a week to read and 

discuss forbidden works of Western 

literature. Includes discussion ques-

tions and a reading list.   

Crossing Over: One Woman’s Escape from Amish Life 

Ruth Irene 

Ruth Irene Garrett was raised as a member 

of a strict Old Order Amish community. 

She was brought up in a world filled with 

rigid rules and intense secrecy.  Ruth must 

come to terms with her discontent and 

ultimately leave her family, faith and the 

sheltered world of her childhood. She 

bravely crosses over to contemporary life 

and to a frightening reality in hopes of 

finding a better understanding of herself.   

A School for My Village: A Promise to the Orphans of Nyaka 
Twesigye Jackson Kaguri 

The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down 
Anne Fadiman 

Examines cultural issues in the 

American health care system through 

the case of Lia, a Hmong-American 

girl suffering from epilepsy whose 

treatment by doctors in California 

conflicted with the traditional heal-

ing beliefs held by her family.   

Autobiography of a Face 

Lucy Grealy 

Lucy Grealy describes her 

journey to find physical beau-

ty after surgery left her face 

disfigured.  .  

The author, a Ugandan human rights 

advocate, tells how he and his Ameri-

can wife used their modest resources 

and contributions from friends and 

churches to open a school for children 

in Uganda who had lost one or both 

parents to AIDS.  

The Golden Ratio 
Rebecca Skloot 

Tells the story of phi, the never ending, 

never repeating number known as the 

Golden Ratio, written as 

1.6180339887..., looking at how it has 

been used, and claims about its use, 

throughout the history of mathematics.

  

Red Scarf Girl 
Ji-Li Jiang 

The author tells about the happy life she 

led in China up until she was twelve-

years-old when her family became a tar-

get of the Cultural Revolution, and dis-

cusses the choice she had to make be-

tween denouncing her father and break-

ing with her family, or refusing to speak 

against him and losing her future in the 

Communist Party.  

Hello Goodbye Hello: A Circle of 101 Remarkable Meetings 
Craig Brown 

Hello Goodbye Hello is a daisy chain 

of 101 fascinating true encounters, 

chance meetings, and disastrous colli-

sions between the celebrated and the 

gifted, the famous and the infamous. 

Witty and wicked, Hello Goodbye Hel-

lo is the perfect example that truth is 

stranger than fiction (and infinitely 

more enjoyable). 

The Big Truck that Went By: How the World Came to Save Haiti 
and Left Behind a Disaster 
Jonathan M. Katz 

This book presents a sharp critique of 

international aid that defies today’s con-

ventional wisdom; that the way wealthy 

countries give aid makes poor countries 

seem irredeemably hopeless, while trap-

ping millions in cycles of privation and 

catastrophe. Katz follows the money to 

uncover startling truths about how good 

intentions go wrong, and what can be 

done to make aid “smarter.” 

Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Wartime Sarajevo 
Zlata Filipovic 

The diary of a thirteen-year-old girl 

living in Sarajevo, begun just before 

her eleventh birthday when there was 

still peace in her homeland.   

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot 
by the Taliban 
Malala Yousafzai 

Malala Yousafzai's describes her fight 

for education for girls under Taliban 

rule, the support she received from her 

parents to pursue an education, and how 

the Taliban retaliated against her by 

trying to kill her.   


